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Coal plant study completed
Results to be released within two weeks
Joe Crawford
DAILY EGYPTIAN

The fate of the colossal coal gasification power plant the university proposed in March may soon
become clearer.
Physical Plant Director Phil

Gatton said he received the results
of an initial “fatal flaws” study to
determine the feasibility of the 200to 250-megawatt plant Tuesday, and
he said he expected the results would
be made public within about two
weeks. The state paid for the study
and will determine when to release

the results, Gatton said.
Gatton said the study was performed to make rough projections
about the potential plant, such as the
approximate size and cost. The study
determined the plant would probably be most economical if built larger
than initially projected, he said.
“We were sizing based on our
need and part of the study was to
also base it on the technology and

the most cost effective way to produce electricity,” he said.
The SIUC Power Plant burns
coal and produces about two and a
half megawatts of power, or 12 to
15 percent of what the campus uses.
The proposed new structure would
use coal gasification technology,
which breaks down coal into its basic
See COAL, Page 5

Local toy stores unaffected by recalls

Suzanne Cox,
of Carbondale,
arranges Thomas
the Tank Engine
toys at My
Favorite Toys, a
store at University
Mall she co-owns
with her husband,
Samuel. Cox said
they have had
a few recalls on
Thomas toys,
but most recalls
are for Mattell
products, which
the store does not
carry.
T HOMAS B ARKER
D AILY E GYPTIAN

David Lopez
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Ever since Chinese toy recalls
rattled the American marketplace
this summer, many retailers have
expressed fear that the holiday season
may not see the same turnout as in

previous years.
Yet for toy stores in Carbondale,
the effect of the recalls has not hampered their business this holiday season, and for one store in particular, the
recalls actually boosted their popularity.
Samuel and Suzanne Cox, co-

owners of My Favorite Toys, which
is the only specialty toy store in
University Mall, have had their store
in the mall for two years and remember exactly what the reaction was like
from customers.
“No one likes the idea of toy
recalls,” Samuel Cox said. “We had

people coming in who refused to buy
toys made in China.”
But Samuel Cox, whose store features the biggest selection of Thomas
the Tank Engine in the area, said he
wasn’t affected too much by the recalls
See TOYS, Page 5

Dance performance surprises class
Sixth grade class
performs for students
Madeleine Leroux
DAILY EGYPTIAN

While most students dread their
final week of schoolwork, a group
of sixth graders was seen twirling
and dancing through the hallways of
Faner Hall Wednesday morning as it
waited to surprise a class.
The Latino Studies course, which
meets every Monday, Wednesday
and Friday at 10 a.m. in the Moore
Auditorium of Faner Hall, was
entertained by two Latin dances
Wednesday. The sixth grade students
of Giant City Elementary School
See DANCE, Page 5
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OUR WORD, page 6: Gus Bode says this
subject is prickly like a porcupine.

Sofia Murillo, a
pre-kindergarten
student at Giant
City Elementary,
looks for her lost
dance partner
Wednesday
morning in Faner.
Murillo and the
group of sixth
graders performed
to anthropology
professor Alicia
Chavira-Prado’s
Latino studies
class as an end of
the year surprise.
B RANDON C HAPPLE
D AILY E GYPTIAN

University
Hall open
over break
Brandy Oxford
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Beth Lauer’s Christmas is hanging in the balance between work and
home as she waits for her Wall and
Grand Apartment’s holiday work
schedule to be posted.
Although Lauer’s apartment complex stays open over the holidays, a
large portion of University Housing
will be closed as of 8 p.m. Dec. 15.
Students who will not be heading
home for the holidays or need to
stay an extra day or two can stay
in University Park — Neely Hall,
University Hall and the Triads — for
$15 a night.
Lauer, a junior from Amboy studying mortuary science and funeral service, said she will have to work over
break to accommodate students who
do not go home, but she hopes she will
get January shifts so she won’t have to
cancel her holiday plans.
“My roommate is going to be
working over break so she’ll be here
too,” she said.
Beth Scally, coordinator of marketing for University Housing, said
the enrollment decrease over the last
several years has opened up space in
Boomer II for students who do not
already live in housing that stays open
over break.
“Before, we used to put them into
basement rooms that had like 10
bunks in the room and since we have
the space, this is a much preferable way
to do it,” Scally said. “We definitely
offer a better service.”
Scally said most students only stay
in break housing for a few days, and
those who know they will have to stay
generally already live in University
Park.
“That’s how we advertise it when
we contract students,” Scally said. “If
we know that they’re going to need
to stay over breaks, we advertise to let
them know that this is the area that
stays open.”
Scally estimated 10 to 15 students
would take advantage of break housing.
“Not a lot of people stay but, like
in aviation, if they’ve had a lot of bad
weather, and they need to make up
flight time, there might be a student
who needs to stay just a couple days,”
Scally said.
The $15 per night fee is used to
pay staff that stay over break, including about 10 student workers and two
break supervisors. Students who stay
in break housing will have 24-hour
access to university housing staff in
case of an emergency.
“Of course, somebody’s got to give
up their Christmas, so that’s never
fun,” Scally said.
Lauer said she and her roommate
have a Christmas tree and plan to
celebrate the holidays with other residents before she makes the 6 hour
drive home.
“All of us are going to buy presents
for each other,”she said.“They’re working on the schedule now, so we don’t
know who’s staying over Christmas.
If it comes down to it, I can stay, but
living so far away, I don’t get to go
home very much. It would be nice to
be home for a while.”
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search canal for missing 23-year-old
Delta
Xi
Phi Divers
LOCKPORT (AP) — Dive teams searched frigid waters at the intersection of two
Multicultural Sorority canals Wednesday as part of the investigation into the disappearance of an ex-police
officer’s 23-year-old wife.
Inc Informational
The Illinois State Police said debris from the Chicago Sanitary & Ship Canal in
•8:30 p.m. today at the Student Center,
Saline Room

Interpretation of
the Unthinkable:
Auschwitz
and Birkenau
concentration camps

• 6 p.m. today at the Agriculture
Building, Room 209
• Professor Emeritus Dr. John Burde
will present a lecture of his experiences
at modern day Auschwitz and Birkenau
concentration camps
• For more information email
ShiInfo@yahoo.com

Alpha Phi Alpha
presents SIUC Egyptian
Feast

• 7:06 p.m. today at Old Main Restaurant
in Student Center, second floor
• Please RSVP by emailing Charles
Alexander at palexander3@gmail.com
• Free! Open to all students but seats
are limited

Individualized
Learning offers
extended hours

The Individualized Learning Program
is offering extended testing hours
(last available time to schedule is 5:30
p.m.) for students this week through
Friday, Dec. 7. They will also be offered
Monday, Dec.10-Friday Dec. 14. They
will also be offering testing on Saturday,
Dec. 8 starting at 10:00 a.m. and last
available time to schedule is noon. To
schedule a test, please call 618-5367751.

The calendar is a free service for
community groups. We cannot
guarantee that all items will run.
Submit calendar items to the
D AILY E GYPTIAN newsroom,
Communications 1247, at least
two days before event, or call
(618) 536-3311, ext. 266.

Romeoville and Lockport was being pulled from the water for analysis.
Amid blowing snow and wind, at least three boats with divers aboard worked in the
canals, apparently trying to hook a tow line into something in the water.
But the state police would not say what they were looking for in the canal. Nor would
they say if it was related to a search warrant authorities executed Tuesday night at Drew
Peterson’s home that dealt with items inside two vehicles already seized from his home.
State police have named Peterson a suspect in his wife’s disappearance and have called
the case a possible homicide.
The area where much of the activity took place has in the past been known as a spot
where automobiles and other large items have been dumped. The water can be treacherous for divers because it is littered with large, sharp metal objects.
The state police said several agencies and private companies took part in the debris
recovery, which was wrapping up by mid-afternoon. The agencies included the FBI, the
U.S. Coast Guard, Department of Defense, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Naperville Police
Underwater Recovery Team and a number of towing companies.
State Police spokesman Mark T. Dorencz said he didn’t know if authorities would
resume the search Thursday.
On Wednesday, Drew Peterson’s attorney, Joel Brodsky, confirmed to The Associated
Press that Tuesday’s search warrant says the items “may have been utilized in commission
of the offense of first-degree murder or the concealment of a homicidal death.”
The warrant also indicates interest in trace elements of several materials, including
blue plastic, Brodsky said.
Stacy Peterson was last seen Oct. 28 and reported missing by her family the next day.
Drew Peterson, a longtime member of the Bolingbrook Police Department until he quit
after his wife went missing, has denied any involvement in her disappearance. He has said
he believes his wife left him for another man and is still alive.

Northern Illinois digs out from first snowstorm

C H I C AGO (AP) — Northern Illinois residents are digging out after more than seven
inches of snow fell in some areas, causing a messy morning commute for drivers and
airport delays into the evening.
Plows and salt trucks grappled early Wednesday with the first major snow accumulation of the season. But the Illinois Department of Transportation says the worst was over
by afternoon.
Delays at O’Hare International Airport are up to two hours, and more than 350 flights
have been canceled. Midway Airport reports delays of around 30 minutes but only a handful of cancelations.

CORRECTIONS
If you spot an error, please contact the DAILY EGYPTIAN accuracy desk at 536-3311,
ext. 253.

POLICE REPORTS
An armed robbery occurred at 2:10 a.m. Wednesday at the north side of Allen III. A
21-year-old SIUC student delivering pizzas told police he was approached by two black
males, on the assumption they ordered pizzas when a third suspect pointed a gun at the
victim and demanded everything he had. The suspects took the pizzas, the victim’s wallet
and cell phone, and fled toward the front of the residence hall, according to the report. The
victim was not injured and describes the suspect carrying the gun as 6’ tall, wearing a grey
hooded sweatshirt with his face covered. The other two suspects were described as 5’8”
tall, wearing black hooded sweatshirts. The investigation continues.
Criminal damage to state supported property occurred at 10:32 p.m. Monday at
Boomer I. A window was broken. There are no suspects at this time.

AccuWeather 7-Day Forecast for Carbondale
®

TODAY
High
40°

FRIDAY
High
49°

SATURDAY
High
57°

SUNDAY
High
60°

MONDAY
High
45°

TUESDAY
High
45°

WEDNESDAY
High
48°

Low
35°

Low
39°

Low
54°

Low
41°

Low
35°

Low
36°

Low
33°

Mostly cloudy
and breezy

Milder with a
shower

Mostly cloudy

Cloudy with
t-storms
possible

Colder with a
shower possible

Cloudy with
spotty showers

Cloudy with a
few showers

Forecasts and graphics provided by AccuWeather, Inc. ©2007
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Student Center shops for new food
Director asks USG for input on dining options
Allison Petty
DAILY EGYPTIAN

For the first time in 10 years, the
Student Center could be taking on
a new flavor.
Lori Stettler, director of
the Student Center, spoke to
the Undergraduate
Student
Government about new dining
options during its final meeting of
the semester Wednesday.
Stettler said the Student Center’s
contract with Chartwells, the company currently handling student
dining, expires on June 1, 2008.
The contract began 10 years ago.
While McDonald’s operates
under a different contract, Stettler
said most of the restaurants in
the Student Center — including
Taco Bell, Subway and Bamboo
Asian — could be replaced with
other options during new contract
negotiations.
USG senators completed a
paper survey indicating the types
of restaurants they would like to see
on campus.
Some senators indicated they
would like to see vegetarian restaurants, while others repeatedly
expressed an enthusiastic desire for
Popeyes Chicken.
Possible changes would affect
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retail dining options in the Student
Center, not food plans for oncampus housing residents, Stettler
said.
She said the Student Center
staff was open to suggestions from
students, who could e-mail comments to scenter@siu.edu.
“We are hoping for dramatic
changes,” Stettler said. “Students
should be excited because when
they leave in May, the Student
Center may look old and tired.
When they return in August,
we hope they will see significant
changes.”
Ken Suzuki, a senator representing the College of Liberal Arts,
said he was ready for new choices.
“What it boils down to is the
difference between cost and nutritional value,” Suzuki said. “We may
be getting the best deal for our
buck now, but the quality isn’t necessarily there, at least in the minds
of the students.”
Negotiations for a new dining
contract would start during the
spring of 2008, Stettler said.
Willie Ehling, director of recreational sports and services, also
spoke at the meeting. He discussed
a proposed $25.60 per semester
increase to the Recreation Fee for
fall 2008.

D U VALE R ILEY ~ D AILY E GYPTIAN

Ed Ford, left, a graduate student studying education psychology, Andrea Arnieri, a senior studying
philosophy and USG President Demetrous White, talk in the USG office hallway in the Student Center
during a pot luck Wednesday afternoon.
Ehling provided a visual presentation and answered questions
about new recreation options he
said could be built with money
from the fee.
Senators will vote on proposed
student fee increases at their first
meeting next semester, but the final

decision must come from the Board
of Trustees.
President Demetrous White
said the semester had been successful for the organization.
“I think this body this year has
gone out and done what they are
supposed to do, which is go out

Work at the DAILY EGYPTIAN
Apply now for: news writer, sports writer, entertainment writer, photographer,
page designer, web desk and more
Applications are available at the DAILY EGYPTIAN office
located in the Communications Building

and talk to students and report to
the administration,” White said.
“We’ve actually begun to get people
to really hear what students want
and they’re actually taking notice.”
Allison Petty can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 259 or allison.petty@siude.com.
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Iran leader proclaims
U.S. reversal a victory
for hard-line in
nuclear faceoff

T E H R A N , Iran (AP) — President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad on Wednesday
called the dramatic U.S. turnaround in a
new intelligence review a victory for Iran’s
nuclear program, suggesting it shows the
success of his hard-line stance rejecting
compromise.
But his more moderate opponents at
home are hoping the assessment’s conclusion that Tehran shelved its effort to
develop atomic weapons will boost a diplomatic resolution of the nuclear stand-off
with the West.
The political rivalry in Tehran could
have important implications for what happens next in the dispute over Iran’s nuclear
program, now that the report has likely
weakened two of the threats Washington
held over Iran — more U.N. sanctions and
the possibility of military action.
In past months, Ahmadinejad has
faced a rising challenge from a more
moderate camp centered around his top
rival, former President Hashemi Rafsanjani.
Rafsanjani’s allies have increasingly criticized Ahmadinejad for his hard-line positions, saying they are creating enemies for
Iran in the West. Ahmadinejad has lashed
backed, branding his critics “traitors.”

News

Supreme Court ponders Guantanamo case
Michael Doyle
MCCLATCHY TRIBUNE

WA S H I N G T O N
—
Supreme Court justices sounded
skeptical Wednesday about the
Bush administration’s treatment
of foreign-born prisoners held at
Guantanamo Bay, raising questions
about the future of White House
war-on-terrorism tactics.
In a potentially landmark case,
at least four justices cast doubt
on administration efforts to deny
Guantanamo Bay detainees traditional legal rights. The justices
repeatedly noted in oral argument
that alleged enemy combatants held
since 2001 have been barred from
challenging their detentions through
the centuries-old courtroom tool
called habeas corpus.
“It’s been six years, and habeas
is supposed to be speedy,” Justice

Stephen Breyer said. “It’s a serious
problem.”
But if questions are any guide,
the unusually long oral argument
Wednesday is setting up the court
for another closely divided opinion, as conservative justices aligned
themselves with the Bush administration’s arguments about wartime
necessities.
“We had 400,000 German prisoners — 400,000 — in our country
in World War II,” Justice Antonin
Scalia noted, “and there was not a
single habeas petition.”
Justice Anthony Kennedy, who’s
considered a swing vote, didn’t
appear to favor either side and asked
few questions.
The cases argued for more than
an hour Wednesday present the
highest-profile terrorism dispute to
arise since Chief Justice John G.
Roberts and Justice Samuel Alito

joined the high court. Although
a decision may be months away,
the cases already come with great
ceremony.
Demonstrators arrayed in orange
prison-style jumpsuits stand silently
outside Wednesday as snow began
falling. Inside, lawmakers including Republican Sen. Lindsey
Graham of South Carolina and
Democratic Sen. Edward Kennedy
of Massachusetts listened closely.
Public relations specialists aggressively touted the availability of various professors and lawyers.
“We’re very hopeful and optimistic,” said Michael Ratner, president
of the Center for Constitutional
Rights, which has been representing
foreign-born prisoners.
The combined cases called
Boumediene v. Bush and Al-Odah v.
United States question whether the
Constitution extends habeas corpus

rights to the Guantanamo Bay prisoners, none of them U.S. citizens. If
the answer is yes, the court also will
address whether a military tribunal
established by Congress and the
Bush administration is a reasonable
alternative to civilian courts.
Through a petition for a writ of
habeas corpus, prisoners can demand
the legal and factual basis for their
imprisonment. The Constitution
declares that habeas corpus rights
can’t be suspended “unless when in
cases of rebellion or invasion the
public safety may require it.”
The Bush administration argues
the Constitution doesn’t cover the
approximately 304 men detained at
Guantanamo Bay. Algerian native
Lakhdar Boumediene, Kuwaiti
native Fawzi Khalid Abdullah Fahad
Al Odah and the other detainees
were seized abroad and have never
been held on the U.S. mainland.

C

Detainee’s defense
denied access to top
terrorism suspects at
Guantanamo

Protesters
stand silently
in front of the
U.S. Supreme
Court Building
in Washington,
D.C., Wednesday.
The U.S. Supreme
Court considered
the right of
Guantanamo
prisoners to
challenge their
detention in civil
courts, in what
rights activists
call ‘the most
important case
of the decade.’

G UA N TA N A M O B AY N AVA L
B A S E, Cuba (AP) — Lawyers for a
Guantanamo detainee said Wednesday
they need immediate access to the admitted mastermind of the Sept. 11 attacks and
two other top imprisoned terrorism suspects. A military judge denied the request.
The defense for Salim Ahmed Hamdan,
a Yemeni facing charges of conspiracy and
supporting terrorism, said they must speak
with Khalid Sheikh Mohammed and two
other so-called “high value” detainees at
Guantanamo to prove their client was not
a hardcore member of al-Qaida and should
not be prosecuted under the U.S. military
tribunal system.
Hamdan’s lawyers had been expected
to argue he is not an unlawful enemy combatant but, instead, a prisoner of war, and
entitled under the Geneva Conventions
to a U.S. military court martial — a system
that detainee advocates say has higher
legal standards than the commissions proposed for Guantanamo prisoners.

C

University settles
sexual-assault lawsuit

DENVER (AP) — The University of
Colorado has agreed to pay two women
$2.85 million to settle a lawsuit alleging
they were sexually assaulted by football
players and recruits, school officials said
Wednesday.
University
spokesman
Ken
McConnellogue said the school also
agreed to hire an adviser to monitor compliance with federal laws governing equal
treatment of women and add a position in
the university Office of Victim Assistance.
The agreement came two months
after an appellate court revived the lawsuit.
He said the school faced years of litigation over the case, and fees for outside
attorneys had already reached $3 million.
The women said they were raped by
football players and recruits at an off-campus party on Dec. 7, 2001. Their lawsuit
alleged the university violated federal law
by fostering an environment that allowed
sexual assaults to occur.

G

U.S. teen births rise for
first time in 15 years

AT L A N TA (AP) — In a troubling
reversal, the nation’s teen birth rate rose
for the first time in 15 years, surprising
government health officials who had no
immediate explanation.
The birth rate had been dropping
since its peak in 1991, although the
decline had slowed in recent years. On
Wednesday, government statisticians
said it rose 3 percent from 2005 to 2006.
U.S. health officials said it was possibly a one-year statistical blip and not the
beginning of a new upward trend.
But several experts said they have
been expecting a jump. They blame the
increase on increased federal funding for
abstinence-only health education programs that do not teach how to use condoms and other contraception.
Some key sexually transmitted disease

C HUCK KENNEDY
M C C LATCHY TRIBUNE

New agreement
would tighten
Blackwater control
Pauline Jelinek
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

WAS H I N GTON — The
military would have more control
over Blackwater Worldwide and
other private security contractors
working in Iraq under a new
agreement between the Pentagon
and State Department, officials
said Wednesday.
The agreement was signed at
the Pentagon by Deputy Defense
Secretary Gordon England and
Deputy Secretary of State John
Negroponte, whose department
uses Blackwater to guard its
diplomats.
The move to tighten military
oversight followed Iraqi outrage
over a Sept. 16 shooting in which
17 Iraq civilians were killed in
a Baghdad square. Blackwater
said its guards were protecting
diplomats under attack before
they opened fire, but Iraqi
investigators concluded the
shooting was unprovoked.
U.S. commanders on the
ground in Iraq later complained
that they often do not know
security firms are moving through
their areas of responsibility until
after some incident has taken
place.
One of the chief features of

the new accord is a provision
giving the main U.S. military
command in Iraq, known as
Multi-National Force-Iraq, or
MNF-I, more information on
ground and air movements of
private security contractors.
The accord also spells out
guidelines for coordinating
movement of the civilian security
convoys and for the reporting
and investigation of any incident
they’re involved in, as well as the
circumstances under which they
are allowed to use force.
It says all personal security
units escorting U.S. government
personnel must coordinate their
movements with either MNF-I
or the U.S. Embassy. In turn,
movement details — to include
time, route, destination and
convoy composition — are to
be provided to a U.S. military
center a minimum of 24 hours
in advance.
The agreement says deadly
force is authorized when a
private security contractor
“reasonably believes that a
person has committed a hostile
act or demonstrated hostile
intent and poses an imminent
threat of death or serious bodily
harm to the personal security
contractor.”

Man opens fire
in mall, kills eight
more rounds. Fidler said he huddled
in the corner of the men’s clothing
department with about a dozen other
OMA H A , Neb. — A man with employees until police yelled to get
a rifle opened fire at a busy department out of the store.
store Wednesday, killing eight people
Sgt. Teresa Negron said the
before taking his own life, in an gunman killed eight people, then
attack that made holiday shoppers apparently killed himself. His name
run screaming through a mall and was not immediately released, and
barricade themselves in dressing rooms. authorities gave no motive for the
Five more people were wounded, two attack and did not know whether
he said anything
critically.
Witnesses said
during
the
the gunman fired
rampage.
My knees rocked. I
Police received
down on shoppers
from a third-floor
didn’t know what to a 911 call from
balcony of the Von
inside
do, so I just ran with someone
the mall, and shots
Maur store.
could be heard in
The gunman
everybody else.
was found dead
— Kevin Kleine the background,
Westroads Mall shopper Negron said. By
on the third floor
with a self-inflicted
the time officers
gunshot wound, and his victims were arrived six minutes later, the shooting
discovered on the second and third was over, she said.
A witness, Shawn Vidlak, said he
floors, police said.
“My knees rocked. I didn’t heard four or five rapid shots “like a
know what to do, so I just ran with nail gun.” At first he thought it was
everybody else,” said Kevin Kleine, noise from construction work going
29, who was shopping with her 4- on at the mall.
year-old daughter at the Westroads
“People started screaming about
Mall, in a prosperous neighborhood gunshots,” Vidlak said. “I grabbed my
on the city’s west side. She said she wife and kids we got out of there as
hid in a dressing room with four other fast as we could.”
shoppers and an employee.
Shortly after the shooting, which
Keith Fidler, a Von Maur came three weeks before Christmas,
employee, said he heard a burst of a group of shoppers came out of
five to six shots followed by 15 to 20 the building with their hands raised.

Oskar Garcia
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components and removes many pollutants, and would produce even more
energy than the campus would use.
When SIU President Glenn
Poshard first proposed the plant,
which would employ coal gasification
technology designed to reduce emissions, the plan was for the structure
to produce power for SIUC’s campus,
local communities and other universities across the state.
The plan was touted as a way
for the university to save money on
electricity as well as make money by
selling excess power to outside parties. The plant would burn southern
Illinois coal and produce 100 to 150
permanent jobs.
But many in the community raised
concerns about the environmental
impact of the coal-fueled plant, and
Gatton said he has continued to get
negative feedback about the plan.
“There is most certainly a segment
of the population here that is opposed
to us even operating the (SIUC Power
Plant),” he said.
Student trustee Megan Pulliam,
who is a member of the Student
Environmental Center, said the university should move away from coal
power altogether. She said SIUC
should show a commitment to using
renewable forms of energy, such as
wind power.
“We have a great potential to lead
other universities in this commitment,
yet we still continue the research of
coal and I don’t think that’s the direc-
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“
We have a great potential

TOYS

to lead other universities
in this commitment yet we
still continue the research
of coal and I don’t think
that’s the direction we
should be taking.

because his store is not corporately
owned.
Samuel Cox said he has more
control over what would and would
not be sold in his store after the
recall, and people responded accordingly. Toy versions of James, Toad
and a bridge and crane set were
all recalled but pulled and replaced
with new versions because of Cox’s
quick action.
“People are coming into our
store during the holidays and saying, ‘Show me something that isn’t
made in China,’” he said.
Many parents, though, are still
wary of the toy recalls and are going
through increased efforts to avoid
contact with tainted toys.
“I’m trying to avoid buying things
from China,” said Jean Barnett, a
grandmother from Murphysboro.
“We never know when it ends, you

— Megan Pulliam
student trustee

tion we should be taking,” she said.
John Mead, director of the SIUC
Coal Research Center, said there are
several similar projects planned across
the United States. One coal gasification plant is planned in Taylorville,
and state officials have lobbied recently
for a FutureGen plant to be built in
Mattoon or Tuscola.
If the “fatal flaws” study indicates
a coal gasification plant is possible at
SIUC, Mead said the next steps would
be further investigating the economic
feasibility of the project and developing a design. The state would also
have to issue permits for the project
regarding the environmental impact of
the plant, he said.
Regardless of the results of the
“fatal flaws” study, the construction of
the plant is definitely far from breaking ground, he said.
“These are processes that are measured in years,” Mead said.
Joe Crawford can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 254 or
jcrawford@siude.com.

Work at the
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Apply now for: news writer, sports writer,
entertainment writer, photographer, page designer,
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EGYPTIAN office located in the Communications Building.
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came to the class and performed
one traditional Mexican folklore
dance and one traditional Puerto
Rican dance.
Alicia Chavira-Prado, professor in the anthropology department, said she wanted to surprise
her class with an end of semester
celebration.
“She said we were going to
have a guest speaker today,” said
Danielle Rios, a sophomore from
Chicago studying administration
of justice.
The students of Anthropology
204 were told attendance for
Wednesday’s class would be heavily weighted into the final grade.
Chavira-Prado said she wanted to
make sure there was an audience
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“
People are coming into our store during the holidays and
saying, ‘Show me something that isn’t made in China.

— Samuel Cox
co-owner of My Favorite Toys

think it’s done, and then you find
out there’s another recall.”
Barnett said she is trying to
exclusively buy toys on the Internet,
and said many of the parents she
speaks to online share her feelings.
Other specialty toy stores in
Carbondale have also remained
unaffected by the tainted toys this
holiday season.
Castle Perilous employee Brian
Callahan said his store’s items are
mostly made in China and Japan,
and some have been on their shelves
for as long as six years. Despite this,
they never heard any word from the
manufacturers.
“The manufacturers were
required to send out notices when

the recalls happened, and we never
got any notices,” Callahan said.
Much of their merchandise is
aimed at an older audience, and
thus there is less worry that any lead
based paint would make it into a
customer’s mouth, Callahan said.
Despite the massive recalls and
distrust among consumers, Samuel
Cox still sees a silver lining in this
dark cloud.
“I think this Christmas may be
the safest in a long time because
these issues have come to light,”
he said.

for the performance.
“I’m sorry I fibbed to all of
you,” Chavira-Prado said to her
class after the performance.
Chavira-Prado said two teachers from the elementary school
had asked her to teach Latin
dances to their students. Susan
McMeen, literature arts teacher
at Giant City Elementary School,
said the students have been studying Mexican culture while reading
a Hispanic novel called Esperanza
Rising.
“It’s a way of enriching cultural awareness and cultural diversity,” Chavira-Prado said. “I think
music enhances appreciation.”
The students spent less than a
week learning the dances, ChaviraPrado said.
Kyle Milburn, a freshman
from Rockford studying architec-

ture, said he enjoyed the surprise
performance.
“I like how she’s teaching the
younger kids too, not just college students,” Milburn said of his
professor.
At the end of the second dance,
the children went through the
auditorium and brought students
up to the front of the room to
dance with them. The performance concluded with food and
drinks for the class.
Fatima Villagomez, an undecided freshman from Chicago,
said the children performed well.
“They represented the culture
very well,” Villagomez said. “It
was a nice surprise.”

David Lopez can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 273 or at
dave.lopez@siude.com

Madeleine Leroux can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 254 or
mleroux@siu.edu.
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OUR WORD

The evolution of health care
T

here is a saying that has
gained a fair amount
of notoriety, albeit
anonymous, that goes something
like this: There are two things
you shouldn’t talk about at a party
— politics and religion.
Whoever came up with it
should have added that a surefire
way to prove both points would be
to toss out the word “abortion.”
Such is the case with the health
insurance our university offers to
its students. It covers 80 percent of
up to $500 in surgical procedures
— and for women, procedures that
include abortion.
Most of us feel we don’t have
the right to say what students
can or can’t do with their health
insurance. The $500 surgery
allowance could take care of many
things — abortion is just one of

them. And the insurance from the
university is optional. Students
who fill out a refund form can opt
for other coverage.
Why it is a touchy subject,
though, is indicative of the
procedure itself. Abortion,
according to Brown University,
“refers to the extraction of the
contents of the uterus (uterine
lining and implanted fertilized
egg), which ends the pregnancy.”
The most typical procedure
is called “vacuum aspiration,”
or suction. Within 10 minutes,
a plastic tube passes through
the uterus and sucks out the
endometrial lining, the embryo and
the placenta. According to BU, 90
percent of abortions are done this
way.
The language might seem
cold or gruesome, especially to

those who are against it. And
unfortunately, there is no way
to conceal the reality of the
procedure. But it is important to
remember that having an abortion
isn’t just a walk in the park. For
some, it is a matter of life or
death. For others, extenuating
circumstances such as rape and
incest play an unfortunate role.
That said, there might always
be individuals who abuse it. More
than a third of the approximately
205 million pregnancies that
occur worldwide annually are
unintended, according to the
Guttmacher Institute, a Planned
Parenthood affiliate; and the sad
fact is that one in five of those end
in abortion.
Regardless, abortion was made
legal more than a quarter-century
ago after the famous Roe v. Wade

Supreme Court decision. Of
course, one could argue there are
many things that are legal but not
necessarily right, and vice versa.
A vegetarian might wish grocery
stories weren’t allowed to sell
meat, and a cancer
patient might
wish marijuana
were legalized for
medicinal purposes.
But at the end of
the day, the D
E thinks
the process of
having an abortion
is one no one can
understand but the individual.
Whether we agree with it is not
the point. Abortion has become
a part of health care, and it is an
option our university is right to
offer.

Why it is a
touchy subject,
though, is
indicative of
the procedure
itself.

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
GA’s need solidarity
Dear Editor:
In response to Charles Groce’s column, I can
only say that our problems as GA’s are our own
fault. I am also disappointed with a lackluster
contract. As a union member, I am not positive
that I will be voting in favor of it. However, what
I am sure about is that it is the lack of solidarity
among my fellow graduate students that is largely
responsible for this lackluster contract.
While I do not know Mr. Groce’s vote on
the union election, I know that many who voted
yes did not join the union. This is evidenced
by the paltry membership numbers. The union
returned a less than perfect contract because we,
the graduate students, handed the administration
the most powerful bargaining position. We gave
the administration the ability to do this by not
showing solidarity with our fellow students and

joining the union.
The administration is spending like a 16year-old with mom and dad’s credit card. This is
evidenced (among other things) by Saluki Way
and the new recreation fee associated with it to
clean up the mess. I would not be surprised if
more fees to pay for this muddle-headed project
are on the way.
The fact of the matter is that fees are rising.
We could have exercised solidarity with our
fellows for a better deal, but we didn’t. The blame
for any raise in hours, for any net decline in pay,
for any problem whatsoever with this contract
lies on those who did not exercise solidarity.
Mr. Groce tells us he wants democracy. Well,
democracy involves voting, but it also involves
being an active agent working toward democratic
goals. Labor solidarity is one of these goals.

Justin Bell

doctoral student studying philosophy

More credit hours will hurt GA’s
DEAR EDITOR:
I wanted to throw some support behind Charles Groce’s GA
United column from Wednesday.
Mr. Groce raises some interesting points in his criticism of
the upcoming GA United contract ratification; why is it that an
organization with such a small constituency can essentially decide

Got a prob? Join the union
DEAR EDITOR:
In response to Charles Groce’s guest column
of Dec. 5, I frankly shake my head. It’s easy for
people to criticize the efforts of others and to
complain about a supposed ineffectiveness. After
all, in an ideal world, it would be lovely for the GA
United bargaining committee to have gone into
contract negotiations with the university and have
received everything asked for in the initial proposal. Sadly, we live in a world called reality.
If graduate assistants are upset about the terms
of their employment, I most heartily support that
— and suggest that they join the union. I furthermore suggest that if they want more out of their
union, they become active in that union and in
creating a force with which to be reckoned.
Mr. Groce has argued that the university’s
graduate assistants as a whole want to be involved

the fate of the collective graduate student assistant community?
If Mr. Groce is correct in estimating the cost of variable fees
against the increase in pay, then the only redeeming quality of this
contract is essentially rendered moot. I myself will fall victim to the
new contract; as a graduate student in education with a bachelor’s
degree in anthropology, I have many, many extra credit hours of
undergraduate deficiencies to make up.
I cannot take eight graduate credits a semester and still make
up those deficiencies, so essentially I’m out of a job, a tuition waiver,

MISSION STATEMENT
The DAILY EGYPTIAN, the student-run newspaper of Southern Illinois University
Carbondale, is committed to being a trusted source of news, information, commentary
and public discourse, while helping readers understand the issues affecting their lives.

in the process. From his impassioned column, I
would surmise that he is one of those GAs who
wants a say in the direction of the union. But by
his request that he be allowed to vote in union
matters without joining the union, he is, in fact,
declaring that while he wants the benefits of union
membership, he doesn’t want to have to extend
himself.
The contract that GA United has bargained
includes stipend increases over the next three years
— stipend increases that would not have existed
otherwise. It includes a partial reimbursement of
health care fees to begin in the next academic year.
Without the GA United contract, these things
would not have been handed over to the graduate
assistants from the administration. It is a young
union, one that is growing — and as graduate
assistants continue to work toward better conditions, I hope that it will flourish here at SIUC.

Kylie Olean

graduate student studying English literature

and my employer is out of their assistant. I can’t rationalize why, if
my department is fine with my progress, and my employer is pleased
with my performance, I can’t benefit from being a graduate assistant.
Worse yet is that I have no say in the matter.
Congratulations GA United, you’ve screwed me, and yet you
want me to pay dues for your assistance. Do something useful, and
maybe I’ll consider it.

Anthony Baker

graduate student studying curriculum and instruction

WORDS OVERHEARD

it can be kind of frightening to do
“It’s overwhelming andthesometimes
whole thing by yourself.
”

Donald Hughes
senior in the McNair Scholars Program
on how the program has helped him explore the university system and prepare for graduate school
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The ambiguity of international law
COLLEEN LINDSAY
celind@siu.edu

The majority of magazines sitting
on coffee tables or taking space on
shelves deal with the normal gossip.
Celebrity scandals, the best ways
to keep off the holiday weight,
recipes for the best Christmas
dinners or stories about growing
up are featured on many magazine
covers. One magazine story that
caught my eye, though, was not
about the normal chitchat; it was
about the United Nations and its
international law.
Customary international laws are
laws that are to be followed by all
U.N. nations. Supposedly, the laws
are from general consensus and are
already accepted. After becoming
customary international law, they
apply to all nations, even if no treaty
was ever signed and no consensus
was made on the part of some
nations.
So, in layman’s terms, it means
any customary international law
ratified by the U.N. applies to all U.S.
citizens, even if the U.S. does not
agree with the law. So far, it sounds
just like our system of government;
all of Congress never agrees on a
particular law.
We base all of our laws on one
document: the U.S. Constitution.
This is not the basis of international
law. So, if several countries gang
up to make something a law that
violates our Constitution, will we still
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have to abide by it? Yes.
Another form of international
law is treaties. These must be signed
by individual countries in order for
them to take affect there.
One treaty that was signed by
the Clinton Administration was the
U.N. Convention on the Rights of
the Child, or CRC. This was signed
back in 1995. The treaty includes
the extension of basic human rights
to children.
This initially sounds great.
Children need to have voices of their
own. In America, they cannot vote
and often cannot make their own
opinions known to Congress.
Therefore, having these “basic
general human rights” applied to
them seems reasonable. It seems
reasonable until you begin to
examine the rights in detail and
realize what the intentions of them
are.
Some of those rights outlined
by the Convention on the Rights
of the Child are the right to
freedom from degrading treatment;
right to freedom of opinion and
of expression; right to adequate
standard of living; right to health
and health services; and right to
education. They sound like great
goals. But as we take them apart, we
can see their flaws.
The right to freedom from
degrading treatment seems vague.
So, if a parent spanks her child, is
that considered degrading treatment?
What about grounding? Or
removing privileges for bad behavior?
Freedom of opinion and
expression takes in a lot of ground.

If a child’s opinion differs from the
parents, under this law, the child
wins. In fact, if he wants to, he can
sue his parents in court for violating
his rights. If he feels like he wants
to express himself in anyway that his
parents deem unacceptable, they are
not at liberty to discipline him.
So, if you do not like the thought
of your preteen son
being exposed
to online
pornography,
or cringe when
you think
about Internet
predators
— well, too
bad. Under
this provision,
any expression
that your child
wants to be
exposed to is
all right. After
all, it is your
opinion versus his. And his wins.
The rights to adequate standards
of living and to health and health
services make it necessary for the
government to take over the health
of America’s children. So, like the
laughable universal healthcare, the
U.N. now wants to say whether
young Americans are getting the
healthcare they need. This means
that parents are no longer responsible
for taking their children to the
doctor, the government is. And, if
they rule that your doctor is not good
enough, watch for them to take your
child to a place they deem acceptable.

Finally, the right to education.
The U.N. has already laid claim
to the world’s children under
UNESCO, or the UN’s Educational,
Scientific, and Cultural Organization.
Launched in 1946, the program set
out to take the training of children
away from the parents.
Those of us who were homeschooled, or even
attended a private
school, cringe
when we think of
the government
mandating a
public education.
The U.N. is
trying to sneak
UNESCO into
American homes
under yet another
disguise.
So, the CRC
is set to run
America’s parents
between a rock
and a hard place.
Luckily, the treaty has not been
ratified by Congress, although it has
already been signed. Do not get
happy just yet. A U.S. federal district
court’s rulings state that the CRC is
already customary law. This means
that we have to abide by it even if
the Senate never ratifies it.
And as a final note, I know a
woman who would make it her goal
as president to get the CRC ratified.
Like husband, like wife. Just a bit of
insight from a concerned American
citizen.

So, like the
laughable universal
healthcare, the
United Nations
now wants to say
whether or not
American youths
are getting the
healthcare they
need.

Lindsay is a senior studying journalism.
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Credit check on aisle seven
Kelle Monahan
GUEST COLUMNIST

It’s that time of year again.
The holiday season will be here
before you can get through “The
Twelve Days of Christmas” or
“Dreidel, Dreidel, Dreidel.”
And for those of you keeping
track, there are only 19 shopping
days left until Jolly Old Saint Nick
shimmies down the chimney.
With all of the hustle and bustle
of the season, it is easy to get caught
up in the spirit of gift giving and
lose sight of what the holidays are
really about. No one wants to be
paying off this year’s holiday gifts
when bikini weather rolls back
around.
In order to avoid splurging or
spending too much during this jovial
time of year, here are a few tips to

keep in mind when purchasing a
present for that special someone:
• First, create a holiday gift
giving budget and stick to it. While
it may not be the
most fun activity of
the season, it will
be well worth it
after the New Year
rings in.
• Don’t wait
until the last
minute to find
the perfect gift.
Not only will the
selection be limited,
it will be harder
to find a present in the right price
range.
• Compare prices. Check the
fliers in the Sunday paper and
compare prices at different stores
then hold on to the ad because

• Letters and guest columns must be submitted
with author’s contact information, preferably via
e-mail. All letters are limited to 300 words and
columns to 500 words. All topics are acceptable.
All submissions are subject to editing.

many stores have price guarantees.
After the stockings are stuffed,
the presents wrapped, and the
menorah flames dance in the night,
try to relax and
enjoy the season.
But remember, your
monthly credit card
statement will also
be in the mailbox
before you can
get the words to
“Dreidel, Dreidel,
Dreidel” out of your
head.
Here are a few
additional tips for
paying off that holiday balance:
• Pay the bill on time. Know the
due date. Late or missing payments
can lead to increased interest rates,
higher minimum payments, and late
fees.

No one wants
to be paying
off this year’s
holiday gifts
when bikini
weather rolls
back around.

• Pay more than the minimum or
pay the balance in full. Why drag
out payments? Pay the balance off
faster and save money in interest
charges.
• Know your interest rate. It is
important to always know the rate
you a being charged on purchases,
big or small.
• Monitor the statements for
inaccuracies and notify the credit
card issuer of any changes to your
personal information.
By following these simple steps
to holiday gift-giving, your season
is sure to be merry and bright long
into 2008 and you won’t be paying
for your 2007 holiday gifts in 2008
or beyond.
Monahan is a senior studying
speech communication and the 2007
Mastercard Worldwide intern.
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ABOVE: John Mueller prepares to jump off a diving board during practice at the Dr. J Shea
Natatorium in the Student Recreation Center.
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ABOVE: Freshman diver John Mueller prepares to jump off a diving board during
practice Wednesday afternoon at the Dr. J Shea Natatorium in the Student Recreation Center.

Jeff Engelhardt
DAILY EGYPTIAN
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ABOVE: Junior diver Alex Moretto looks down while in mid-air of a jump off the diving
board during practice Wednesday. Backward dives have an added sense of danger.
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ABOVE: Freshman diver John Mueller climbs over a gate to practice a dive after stretching
Wednesday afternoon in the Dr. J. Shea Natatorium.
BELOW: Sophomore diver Nicolle Macvey practices her diving form on a trampoline before
heading to the water Wednesday.
R YAN R ENDLEMAN ~ D AILY E GYPTIAN

Heads could hit rock-solid platforms.
Bodies might flail in a 10-meter drop to the water below.
Permanent damage and death can occur.
All the aforementioned are risks the SIU divers take every day.
After a nearly one month hiatus, SIU divers will be back in action Saturday when the
Salukis host St. Louis University.
While every sport involves the potential threat of injury, the SIU divers flirt with disaster every time they jump.
Their heads whiz inches past a concrete platform as they twist and flip their way down
to water hoping for a perfect entry so their bodies don’t smack.
SIU coach Rick Walker said the mental focus and mindset of a diver is something most
people don’t have.
“There has to be something missing up there for them to do what they do,” Walker said.
“But that’s a compliment. I marvel at what they do, and when it’s done right, it can be beautiful
and graceful.”
The physical demands of divers match the mental demands, as they have to keep full control
of all their limbs in the midst of flips and twists to end in a headfirst, complete vertical position.
To stay in shape, the SIU divers meet every morning for a cardio workout and
then work on trampolines and mats in the afternoon to simulate a dive and work
on techniques.
The workouts focus on leg strength and abdomen building. Leg strength is
needed so divers can explode off the platform and abdomen strength is important
because they need to stay tight during flips and vertical during entry.
Sophomore Emily Gable, a member of the SIU dive team who has been diving
competitively for more than five years, said the sport takes great focus because there is
always something new to learn.
The five main dives all divers work off of are the front, back, inward, reverse and twisting
dives.
With the front and inward dives, divers throw their body forward. The back and reverse dives require
them to reach back as far as they can.
Gable said the inward and reverse dives are particularly challenging. The inward dive requires the diver
to face away from the pool and front flip off the platform, while the reverse dive requires the diver to face the
pool and perform a back flip.
The reverse dive has a heightened sense of danger as the divers risk grazing their skulls with the diving
board.
Gable has been working on a dive that consists of one and a half back somersaults with two and a half twists.
The athletic requirements of diving came easy to freshman John Mueller, whose eight years of gymnastics led
him to transition to diving. Even though he has only been diving for three years, he has reached the skill level of
college divers.
“I started diving after the high school coach heard I did gymnastics,” Mueller said. “I love it now, but it was hard
to transition from landing on your feet to landing on your head.”
The goal is to “rip” the dive, which requires a perfect vertical form on entry that will cause no splash and make
only a quiet sound like that of ripping paper.
In the pursuit of perfect dives, Gable said she has seen and felt injuries along the way. Teammates of Gable have hit
their heads and legs on the platform, smacked the water and even lost their hearing after hitting the water at the wrong
angle.
To avoid losing a dive, preparation is vital.
The SIU divers compete in two events per meet for the team, so they have time to concentrate and warm-up.
Though they compete in fewer events than the swimmers, Walker said the divers are indispensable to the team.
Dives are scored through a point system, with 10 being perfect. Every decimal counts.
“You don’t realize how much they mean to the team until you don’t have them,” Walker said. “They are a vital
part to this team and they always score high.”
Gable said as complex and dangerous as diving is, it all comes down to two things — confidence and practice.
Bruises and bumps come with the territory, but Mueller said once he hit the board for the first time, he got
over the fear.
“Every diver is going to hit the platform during a dive,” Mueller said. “You just have to get over the fear
because diving is mostly mental.”
Jeff Engelhardt can be reached at 536-3311 ext.238 or jengel@siu.edu.
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ABOVE: John Mueller plunges into the water Wednesday. Dives can be painful if not
executed properly, but Mueller said he got over the fear after his first dive.
BELOW: Alex Moretto listens to a coach after coming up from a dive. Coach Rick Walker
said a focused mental approach is important in the sport.
D U VALE R ILEY ~ D AILY E GYPTIAN
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Wilderness is returning to the
team after he originally signed with
the 49ers in 2005, but then opted to
attend prep school in North Carolina.
He then re-signed with the 49ers last
season.
Moxley said the freshman is a
great addition to the team because
he focuses as much as any veteran to
scouting reports and is mature in the
mental aspects of the game.
Wilderness was named the
Atlantic 10 Rookie of the Week
Monday after his performance
against Wake Forest Nov. 29 when

he recorded a career-high 21 points
and six rebounds.
The last meeting between
the teams was Jan. 2, 2004, when
Charlotte came away victorious at
the SIU Arena 64-59, ending the
Salukis’ home winning-streak, which
began at the start of the 2001-2002
season.
Charlotte defeated Davidson,
another opponent ranked in the
top 25 earlier this season, 75-68
Wednesday.
The 49ers lead the all-time
series 5-1 coming into Saturday
night’s matchup with the Salukis
in Charlotte. Tip-off is set for 7:05
p.m. ET.

Bears, Redskins still hope
for playoffs despite struggles
Howard Fendrich
THE ASSOCIATED PRESS

LANDOVER, Md. — A season
removed from the Super Bowl, the
Chicago Bears are mastering the art
of inconsistency.
Their results so far? They opened
this way: loss, win, loss. Then, after
a second consecutive loss in Week
4, the Bears have put together this
string over the past eight games: win,
loss, win, loss, win, loss, win, loss.
The Washington Redskins,
meanwhile, have been far more consistent of late: loss, loss, loss, loss.
It’s a testament to the parity
— or, frankly, the mediocrity — of
the NFC that both of these struggling teams consider themselves part
of the playoff race going into their
head-to-head meeting Thursday
night.
“We need to get this one. We
know it’s important for them, too.

Both teams are going to be tired
from Sunday’s game, so the team
that wants it the most is going to get
it,” said Washington defensive end
Phillip Daniels. “We know our back’s
against the wall, just like theirs.”
At least the Bears and Redskins
also seem to appreciate why they
haven’t been eliminated from contention yet. As Washington center
Casey Rabach put it: “Thank God,
the rest of the league has kind of
been helping us along here.”
That’s for sure.
Amazingly, even at 5-7, Chicago
and Washington are only one game
behind the three teams tied for the
conference’s final playoff berth:
Arizona, Detroit and Minnesota.
So that means there’s still a
chance of playing into January, no
matter how slight. And that, in turn,
means players on both teams are
talking about Thursday’s contest as
“an elimination game.”
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by Justin Borus and Andrew Feinstein

By Linda C. Black

by Glenn McCoy

The Duplex

Today’s Birthday. You’ll get to the
heart of the matter this year. Your inquiries
may lead to confusion initially, but keep
asking the tough questions. You will break
through.
To get the advantage, check the day’s
rating: 10 is the easiest day, 0 the most
challenging.
Aries (March 21-April 19) — Today
is a 7 — When you’re drawing up your
fantasy plans, don’t worry about the cost.
You can always make adaptations later, at
the reality part. This could even motivate
you to increase your income.
Taurus (April 20-May 20) — Today is
a 7 — You can love somebody very much
and not agree on everything. Don’t let
your partner’s disapproval squelch a good
idea. Acknowledge it, but don’t give up.
Gemini (May 21-June 21) — Today
is a 7 — You’ve got more energy now,
although some seems to be of the nervous kind. Don’t worry, you’ll do an excellent job. Have confidence in your skills.
Cancer (June 22-July 22) — Today
is a 7 — It’s easier to get your messages
across with your actions, not words. Don’t
gamble or make promises now, odds are
not good for success with risks.
Leo (July 23-Aug. 22) — Today is
a 7 — You know, when you think about
it, home and family are your best environment. Hide from the crowds and the
paparazzi. Soak up the true love.
Virgo (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) — Today
is a 7 — Look out for things that are likely
to break or turn out other than expected.

THE Daily
Robert Williams
y Crossword Edited byy Wayne
y
ACROSS
1 Neon or argon
4 Farm units
9 Jargon
14 City in GA
15 Hunt illegally
16 Wilkes-__, PA
17 Start of a quip
19 Blockade
20 Madame
Bovary
21 Locates
23 Musial or Getz
24 March Madness
org.
26 Most people?
28 Part 2 of quip
33 Hersey’s bell
town
34 Took on in
court
35 On the mark
38 Wire measures
39 Garbles
41 U.S. leader
42 Speller’s
contest
43 Switchboard
pers.
44 Native-born
Israeli
45 Part 3 of quip
49 Curd product
51 Allot
52 Bank offering
53 Refuse piles
56 Italian noble

13

Guard against errors early, and save yourself lots of grief.
Libra (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) — Today is
a 7 — You don’t have to let everybody in
on your little secret. It’s actually better if
you don’t show uncompleted work. Give
yourself space to make changes, after you
see what you’ve done.
Scorpio (Oct. 23-Nov. 21) _—Today
is a 7 — You may have to tell a roommate
or family member that you can’t go along
with a crazy scheme. To help soften the
blow, help this person find something
that works.
Sagittarius (Nov. 22-Dec. 21) —
Today is a 7 — Caution is advised. Don’t
make assumptions. Something new you
try won’t work. Stick with the familiar as
much as possible.
Capricorn (Dec. 22-Jan. 19) —Today
is a 7 — There are a couple of things
you’ve been meaning to say. Skip the sentimental speech, it isn’t your style anyway.
A simple “thank you” will suffice, since you
really mean it.
Aquarius (Jan. 20-Feb. 18) — Today
is a 7 — You’re being forced to show
that your ideas have real substance. Prove
you’re not a hopeless romantic by providing facts. The controversy will make you
stronger.
Pisces (Feb. 19-March 20) — Today
is a 7 — Increase your area of influence,
without really going there. This can be
done with phone calls, e-mail or in many
creative ways. The point is, you’ll be more
effective from over here, and it’s cheaper.
needs what you provide, so put those
dreams on hold. This is a good exercise.
even better.

(c) 2007, Tribune Media Services Inc. | Distributed by McClatchy-Tribune Information Services.

THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME
10
11
12
13
18
22
25
27
60
62
64
65
66

family
Way from a
man’s heart
End of quip
Shave off
Father of an
aristo
Business letter
abbr.

67 Break down, as
a sentence
68 Cubic meter
69 Lah-di-__
DOWN
1 Motown Marvin
2 Tiny particle
3 Urban blight

4
5
6
7
8
9

Group of
shrinks
Casual talk,
casually
Type of tire
Coll. course
Roe-producing
fish
6-pack

28
29
30
31
32
36
37
39
40

muscles?
Dried grape
“Mata Hari” star
Church
instrument
Second decade
Church laws
Vaults
Corp. money
man
Vicious or
Caesar
Ewe’s offspring
Garfield’s pal
Gossip
Overthrow
Hair of the dog
Lima’s land
Romanov title
Velocity
Jamie __ Curtis

41 Check
recipients
43 Gives the
go-ahead
44 One NCO
46 Meddlesome
women
47 Attribute to a
cause
48 Homesteader
49 Hold tight
50 Disturbance
54 Refs’ cohorts
55 Castle protector
57 Molt
58 Albacore in a
can
59 Engrave
61 Live and
breathe
63 Otto I’s realm

by Henri Arnold and Mike Argirion

Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.

LORBI
©2007 Tribune Media Services, Inc.
All Rights Reserved.

SYSMO
SWILEY
www.jumble.com

GANTEM

Sudoku

Ans:

By The Mepham Group
Level: 1

2

3

Yesterday’s

4

Complete the grid so each row, column and
3-by-3 box (in bold borders) contains every digit
1 to 9. For strategies on how to solve Sudoku, visit
www.sudoku.org.uk.

Solution to Wednesday’s puzzle

© 2007 The Mepham Group. Distributed by Tribune Media Services. All rights reserved.

“

12/6/07

Now arrange the circled letters
to form the surprise answer, as
suggested by the above cartoon.

”
(Answers tomorrow)
FORTY
OUTING
LAGOON
Jumbles: CABLE
Answer: What she got from her new hairstyle —
A “BANG” OUT OF IT
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Alicia Wade

Audra Ord

Enough already! Between the first three “Terminator” films and the “Sara
Connor Chronicles” series, I think there’s enough Terminator out there already.
Granted, The Terminator always said he’d be back, and here’s the proof. The
machines really are taking over the world.

Friday

No, the world does not need a new “Terminator” or another remake for
that matter. What’s happening to all the creativity that used to go into filmmaking? The writers must still be on strike.

Hangar 9: Barnacle Billy and
the Zebra Mussels
Cousin Andy’s: Four Shillings
Short
Copper Dragon: The Brat
Pack
PK’s: The Natives
Keywest: By Request DJ and
Karaoke
Tres Hombres: The Skinny
Dips

Hangar 9: Bourbon Knights
Copper Dragon: Hairbanger’s Ball
Pinch: Kirkland
PK’s: The Natives
Longbranch: Kids for Kids Sake closing reception, Salsa Dancing
Keywest: By Request DJ and
Karaoke
Tres Hombres: DJ Red T
Glassy Junction: Caribbean night

Monday

Hangar 9: Cornmeal
PK’s: Sam West
Glassy Junction: Live Blues
Music

12/8

12/7

If I’ve learned anything from the rekindled “Batman” series Bale stars in,
I have learned that this rehash of “Terminator” films will, in fact, rock my
socks. And if it doesn’t, well, there are always a lot of things that go
boom for entertainment.

Jakina Hill

WHAT ’S GOING ON

Tuesday

Filming for a new “Terminator” trilogy will begin in March, and
Christian Bale has been slated as hero John Connor in the first
installment, “Terminator Salvation: The Future Begins.” Does the world
really need more Terminator?

12/6
Today

C
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12/9
Hangar 9: Death by Karaoke w/ DJ
Punk Soul Brutha
Pinch: NFL games in HD
Keywest: Ivas John Blues Band

Wednesday

P ULSE

Saturday

P AG E 1 4

Sunday

siuDE.com
www.
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Gloria Bode says check out
‘Fashionably Late’ on siuDE.com.

12/10
Hangar 9: Open Mic

12/11
Hangar 9: Dollar Nite w/ Punk Soul
Brutha
Tres Hombres: County Line

12/12
Hangar 9: DJ Beasley Hip-Hop and
Disco Show
Glassy Junction: Open Mic
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QUOTE OF THE DAY
Jerry Kill

Florida quarterback Tim Tebow, Arkansas running back Darren McFadden, Missouri
quarterback Chase Daniel and Hawaii quarterback Colt Brennan were named as finalists
Wednesday for this year’s Heisman trophy. Who do you think should take home the statue?
“Tebow showed he could do more than
run the ball this season on the way to history. His jaw-dropping ability to get the ball
off through a defense that thinks he’s about
to run the ball has been impressive, but his
ability to run through defenders when they
know it’s coming is even more prolific. Give
the sophomore the trophy.”

SEAN MCGAHAN
smcgahan
@siude.com

“Tebow for all his touchdowns. This
is the weakest class of candidates I can
remember. I can’t think of a reason to give
it to anybody else, though Colt Brennan’s
2006 numbers would’ve made him a lock.
I’m not saying the winner is the next Danny
Wuerffel or Ron Dayne, it’s just that none of
these guys really stick out.”

ROSS ROWLING
WSIU

SCOTT MIESZALA
smieszala
@siude.com

“Well, with Dennis Dixon going down a few
weeks ago, I think the clear-cut favorite has to be
McFadden. He was the favorite coming into the
year, probably the No. 1 pick, and when a guy
goes off in the last month with 321 against South
Carolina and tears apart LSU, he’s my pick.”

“

Six or seven years
ago, I think they came
out with an article about
our sports town and that
kind of thing. This is a great
chance to prove what kind
of sports town we have.
– SIU football coach Jerry Kill on
Saturday’s semifinal playoff game
against Delaware, which will be
broadcast live on ESPN. Kill referred
to a 2003 article in Sports Illustrated
On Campus Magazine that named
SIU the worst college sports
supporters in the nation.

For more banter between WSIU and
the Daily Egyptian, check out Sports View on
Channel 8 at 5 p.m. today

GUEST COMMENTATOR : DARREN MARQUEZ
“I think Tebow because the stuff he’s doing as a quarterback
is just amazing, having rushing touchdowns and passing touchdowns. I’d give it to Tebow, but I know McFadden, they’re high on
him too. But I think what he’s done this year is amazing, so I think
Tebow might pull this one off.”
– SIU football senior offensive tackle Darren Marquez

DELAWARE
CONTINUED FROM PAGE

16

offense is so good, and they’ll probably point right to their quarterback,
too.”
Northern Iowa out-gained the
Blue Hens in total yardage, but the
Panthers lost two fumbles — one
of which was returned for a touchdown by Delaware junior linebacker
Eric Johnson.
The Blue Hens have scored on
92.8 percent of their red zone visits
this season, which tops the Colonial
Athletic Association.
In the quarterfinals against
Northern Iowa, Delaware converted
all four of its red zone visits into
touchdowns.
Kill said there will be no shame
in the Salukis’ defense holding
the Blue Hens to field goals on
Saturday.
“When you cross the 30- and
40-yard line, you get into that area
and get into the red zone, you got
to get points,” Kill said. “If you miss
a few turns this time of year, you’re
going to be in trouble.”
Delaware senior running back
Omar Cuff only rushed for 3.6
yards per carry against Northern
Iowa, but did notch 102 yards and a
touchdown in the game.
Cuff, who also has four receiving
touchdowns this season, leads the
Football Championship Subdivision

?

Do you have questions for the Saluki
Insider that you want answered?
E-mail: editor@siude.com

“
You don’t find many offenses that are really good that
don’t have that one-two punch, and we’re fortunate that
we do.
— Kirk Ciarrocca
Delaware offensive coordinator

with 34 rushing touchdowns.
Ciarrocca said Delaware’s offensive line opens holes for Cuff and
protects Flacco, and both players
have capitalized.
“Omar’s a really good player, and
again, you don’t find many offenses
that are really good that don’t have
that one-two punch, and we’re fortunate that we do,” Ciarrocca said.
The Blue Hens got stuck in
Waterloo, Iowa, because of the
weather after the game and didn’t
return to Delaware until Monday
afternoon.
Ciarrocca said he’s concerned
about having to travel a second
weekend in a row, which is usually
the tougher task.
“We needed to be thankful
that we’re one of those four teams
(remaining), and that certainly put a
smile on our faces and helped us get
through that,” he said. “But we obviously lost some preparation time,
and being stuck out there we’ve
been trying to play catch-up.”
Ciarrocca said SIU’s defense will
be the best Delaware has faced this
season.
“Anytime you can go through

the course of the season and put
up the kind of numbers they have,
before you even turn on the film you
know that they have a really good
defense,” Ciarrocca said.
The Blue Hens won the national
championship in 2003, under current
head coach K.C. Keeler, who took
over in 2002, bringing Ciarrocca on
with him.
Delaware went 15-1 in 2003, but
its record declined through 2006,
when the Blue Hens finished 5-6
before bouncing back this season.
Even after it lost its last two games
of the regular season, Delaware still
finds itself two wins away from its
second national championship in
five years.
“In a place like Delaware, these
type of seasons are expected,”
Ciarrocca said. “Last year’s 5-6 season was tough on everybody. We
have a good group of kids, really
good senior leadership and they’ve
been playing together for a while
now.”
Scott Mieszala can be reached at
536-3311 ext. 256 or smieszala@siude.com.
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INSIDER, page 15: Who will walk away a Heisman winner?
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SPECIAL TEAMS SPECIALTY

SIU focuses on
kick, return game
Sean McGahan
DAILY EGYPTIAN

Though the SIU football team
has recorded all of its scores on offensive and defensive possessions this
season, coach Jerry Kill didn’t focus
on either during his quarterfinal pregame speech to the team.
Kill said he told the team the key
to the 34-27 victory and all victories
in the postseason come down to
special teams and the field position
advantage the plays elicit.
Kill said the team had a decisive advantage in the kicking game
especially, and will need to do similar
things to capitalize in the semifinal
contest Saturday.
Nearly every Saluki starter serves
on at least one special team, with
many doing double- or even tripleduty. In addition to many offensive sets, sophomore fullback Rick
Burgess enters the game for kickoff,
kick return and the punt team.
The team also has many skillposition players doing the dirty work
on special teams.
Senior quarterback John Randle
said he takes his role as a blocker for
the kick return team just as seriously,
if not more, than his carries out of the
back field.
He said he enjoys the one-on-one
challenge special teams present.
“Every man needs to be locked
up on theirs,” Randle said. “It’s like
an individual battle, and if you lose
out on yours the whole play could
be busted.”
Special teams present a greater
challenge because the possessions last

Saluki linebacker
Stephen Franklin
celebrates following
a special teams tackle
early in Saturday’s
34-27 win over
Massachusetts in
the quarterfinals
of the NCAA
Division I Football
Championship at
McAndrew Stadium.
Head coach Jerry
Kill said special
teams have been
crucial throughout
the season and he
will be relying on
them heavily as SIU
advances to the
semifinals.
A NTHONY S OUFFLÉ
D AILY E GYPTIAN

longer than an average play would,
as full contact can take place for 15
seconds or more.
Randle’s blocks are designed to
spring return specialist Craig Turner,
whose three returns for 99 yards
Saturday gave the Salukis a short
field on offense.
Despite Turner’s threat on the
return, the Massachusetts coaches
opted not to kick away from the
speedy cornerback like other teams
did this season.
Minutemen coach Don Brown
said that has been the strategy for his
team all season, but it did not pay off
Saturday.
“If you look at our kickoff cover-

age, it’s been the best in our conference all year and we haven’t been
afraid of people,” Brown said. “We
got athletes, we get out there and
chase athletes with athletes, and they
did the better job today. Reality.”
Turner has accumulated 651
yards on 24 kick returns this season
and 223 yards on 20 punt returns,
despite playing nearly every series on
defense.
Turner said he hasn’t practiced his
returns as much as he has in the past
this season, but his additional time in
the film room has paid off more than
the on-the-field repetition.
Just like everything in football, he
said, returns are 90 percent mental

and 10 percent physical, and he has
honed the mental aspect by studying
kick coverage.
“It’s kind of more of an instinct
now because I can replay it in my
mind and actually see, this guy’s supposed to be here, so once I get the
ball and make a cut I know who is
supposed to be in that area and who
to avoid,” Turner said.
The importance of visuals also
comes into play on the kickoff
team, said junior wide receiver Kyle
Walker.
Walker serves almost exclusively
on coverage teams and has recorded
13 tackles through those means this
season. He is almost always the first

one down the field on kickoff, and
often the first one to lay the hit.
Walker said he has excelled on
special teams because of his speed
and explosion, as well as his ability to
see the blocker while still keeping his
eyes focused on the ball carrier.
He said he enjoys special teams
because nothing is better than laying
a hit on someone.
“I just like hitting people.
Everybody that’s on special teams likes
to hit people,” Walker said. “They’d
hit me hard if they got the chance, so
I’m going to do it to them first.”
Sean McGahan can be reached at 5363311 ext. 269 or mcgahan@siu.edu.

Weekend opponents pose speedy threats
FOOTBALL
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Kill says QB Flacco will be first-day NFL draft pick
Scott Mieszala
DAILY EGYPTIAN

SIU junior safety Clayton
Johnson said on Saturday he will be
going up against the best quarterback he’s ever faced.
Leading Delaware to McAndrew
Stadium for the NCAA Division I
Football Championship semifinals
is senior quarterback Joe Flacco,
whom SIU coach Jerry Kill expects
will be a first-day draft pick in next
year’s NFL Draft.
Kill said Flacco is the reason the
Blue Hens have been successful this
season.
“You’re not going to slow him
down. You can’t get frustrated,” Kill
said. “You got to make him miss
every once in a while.”
Flacco has thrown for 3,686
yards and 20 touchdowns this season, passing for 312 yards with two
touchdowns when the Blue Hens
(10-3) beat No. 1-seeded Northern
Iowa 39-27 on Saturday.
The 6-foot-6-inch, 230-pound
quarterback completed 25 of 45 pass
attempts and threw no interceptions

while being sacked five times.
Delaware offensive coordinator Kirk Ciarrocca said Flacco has
the intelligence and all the physical
tools to excel as a quarterback, and is
the Blue Hens’ general on offense.
“I don’t know where we would
be without him,” Ciarrocca said. “To
be successful on offense, you have to

have a really good
quarterback. All
you got to do is
ask the players on
Southern Illinois’
team why their
See DELAWARE,
Page 15
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Delaware running back Omar Cuff turns upfield in the Blue Hens’
39-27 win over Northern Iowa on Saturday. Cuff leads the Football
Championship subdivision with 34 rushing touchdowns this sea-

Charlotte looks to run with Salukis
Megan Kramper
DAILY EGYPTIAN

The Charlotte
49ers aren’t trying to
pull any fancy tricks on
SIU’s lead scorer Randal
Falker Saturday night.
The 49ers (5-2) look
to take a similar approach
the past two Saluki opponents have used on Falker by throwing him multiple defenders and different looks, 49ers assistant coach
Rob Moxley said.
“It’s hard for any one person to
guard Falker one-on-one,” Moxley
said. “That’s asking a lot. You better
have a Shane Battier or someone that
good to guard him.”
In the Salukis’ back-to-back losses, top-25 opponents Indiana and
Southern California have concentrated multiple defenders on denying
the pass to Falker inside and not
allowing the scorer to get free in the
paint.
Falker was the only Saluki in double-digits in the losses, recording 17
points and 12 rebounds against USC
and 12 points and seven rebounds
against Indiana.

Moxely said the key to stopping
the Salukis’ offense is controlling
Falker in the paint and stopping
junior guard Bryan Mullins on the
perimeter.
On the other end, Moxely said
the 49ers will use their speed to break
the Salukis’ notorious defense.
“We need to stay spaced. We
need to try and run and get some
easy baskets in transition,” Moxley
said. “When you play a great half
court defensive team you have to try
and run and get some easy things in
transition.”
Charlotte forces an average of 18
turnovers and 8.3 steals so far this
season.
Running the game from both ends
is senior guard Leemire Goldwire,
who leads the team with 18.2 points,
3.8 rebounds, 2.0 assist and 2.2 steals
per game.
Moxley said Goldwire will be key
behind the 3-point line for the 49ers
as well as a vocal leader for the team.
Charlotte also boasts freshman
An’Juan Wilderness, who has put up
10.2 points and 4.7 rebounds in his
first collegiate games.
See BASKETBALL, Page 10

